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Next Meeting January 27, 2018 
 

Behind the Scene:  
What Inspires and Sustains Us 
Suzanne Tick 

 
Suzanne Tick is the founder of Suzanne Tick Inc., specializing in materials brand 
strategy, product design, development, and direction for commercial interiors. 
Tick is currently partnering with Tarkett on Brand Strategy and Product 
Development, Creative Director for LUUM, and Design Consultant for Tandus 

Centiva. This year she will 
debut her third glass 
collection with Skyline 
Design, where she has 
been a design partner 
since 2008.  

From early years, Tick 
spent summers in her 
father’s scrap metal 

recycling plant weighing and sorting metals, finding possibilities in the cast-offs 
of rural life. At the University of Iowa Tick began as a printmaker etching fabrics 
into copper. She left as a weaver combining materials both hard and soft. 

Tick’s life and work have always been a narration of balance. Her struggles with 
fear and safety, love and neglect, and honesty and paranoia have led her to 
create works that are both delicate and strong. Balancing art and commerce, 
Tick investigates thick and thin, luster and dull, and 
color and neutral. “Weaving holds everything together, 
materials and life, successes and failures”. 

The balance in each of Tick’s weavings is an exploration 
of the technical and the organic. Industrial materials 
are juxtaposed against found materials. The quality of 
each piece is magnified by either the accumulation of 
material or the sparseness of material. 

Tick holds a BFA from the University of Iowa and an 
AAS from the Fashion Institute of Technology. Her work 
is exhibited worldwide, including MoMA and Art 
Basel, as well as collected by private and corporate 
clients.  

MEETING LOCATION 
School of Visual Arts 
133 West 21st Street 
between 6th and 7th Aves. 
Room 602C 
 
Swatch Analysis 10:30am 
Social Hour 12:00 noon 
Show & Tell 12:30pm 
Program begins 1:00pm 
 
Swatch Analysis  
Study Session 
Come at 10:30am and join your 
guildmates at the monthly swatch 
analysis study session. 
 
Learn how to: 

 Identify structures 
 Brush up on your skills 
 But most importantly, see, 

be inspired by, and feel 
some beautiful samples 

 
We’ll identify some of the bounty 
of swatches from plain weave to 
16S complex weaves we’ve been 
given, attach them to record 
sheets, and put them in 
notebooks for members to study 
and enjoy. 
 
All materials will be provided. 
 
These swatches have been 
languishing in a box and deserve 
to be brought back to life and 
shared with the membership. 

http://suzannetick.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Suzanne-Tick-Inc-208983749115359/ 
https://www.instagram.com/suzannetick/ 
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MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 
 
The Jewish Museum 
1109 Fifth Avenue at 92nd St 
212-423-3200 
http://www.jewishmuseum.org/exhibitions/veiled-meanings-fashioning-jewish-dress 

 
Veiled Meanings: Fashioning Jewish Dress, from the Collection of 
The Israel Museum, Jerusalem 
November 3, 2017 - March 18, 2018  
 
This exhibition invites viewers to consider the language of clothing in all its complexity. Though this language can 
disclose information about gender, age, background, and custom, some important  
meanings remain vague and fluid. Clothing may accentuate or conceal; it may be transitory, but it may also be ageless 
and universal. These garments, dating primarily to the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, are drawn from the 
Israel Museum in Jerusalem, the repository of the most comprehensive costume in the world. Its holdings provide a 
unique testimony to bygone communities, to forms of dress and craft that no longer exist, and to a sense of beauty that 
still has the power to enthrall. 

 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art  
1000 Fifth Ave 
New York, NY 10028 
212 535 7710 
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2017/portable-storage 
 

Portable Storage : Tribal Weavings from the Collection of William and Inger Ginsberg 
Sept 25, 2017 to May 8, 2018  

 
The bags in the collection of William and Inger Ginsberg exemplify a range of weaving, wrapping, knotting, and braiding 
techniques. While the majority of the works in this exhibition were created with the weaving technique known as 
sumak, some textiles also feature pile (with symmetrical or asymmetrical knots) and flat-woven tapestry (kilim), as well 
as complex edgings, tassels, and closures. The combination of methods reveals the ingenuity of the women weavers. 

Although the origins of the term sumak are associated with Shemaka, a town in the Caucasus region, it no longer refers 
to origin, but to a general weft-wrapping practice. 

Left: Sumak ground weft in white, 2/1. Center: Plain sumak, 2/1 (front). Right: Plain sumak, 2/1 (reverse) 
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To achieve the characteristic sumak pattern, the weaver wraps what is called "extra-weft" thread around two warp 
threads and then back under one (2/1 sumak, shown above) or over four and under two (4/2, not shown). The ground 
weft (above left), which is hidden under the extra-weft wrapping, constitutes the foundation and strength of the woven 
structure. The extra-weft wrapping (above center and right) is woven in tandem with the ground weft and forms the 
decoration seen on the textile. Simple weft wrapping, also a sumak technique, is executed without a ground weft. 

Left: Slit tapestry and diagonal sumak red line. Center: Countered sumak, 2/1, brocaded (front). Right: Countered sumak, 2/1, 
brocaded (reverse) 

The extra-weft threads may be wrapped around the warp threads in a variety of directions: horizontal, diagonal (above 
left), or vertical, adding rich textural diversity. In plain sumak, the predominant technique used in the bags on view, the 
wefts slant in the same direction, while countered sumak (above center and right) results in a herringbone-like texture. 

 

 

 

Left: Complementary weft weave (front). 
Right: Complementary weft weave 
(reverse) 

Most sumak is brocaded (or discontinuous), meaning that the weaver works on a limited area of the design at a time, 
rather than weaving across the entire width of the loom (continuous). However, some design elements of the works on 
view were made with complementary weft weave (above), in which the design is woven from selvage to selvage (or 
from one edge to the other). 

THANK YOU, VKL VOLUNTEERS   

The NYGH was well represented by volunteers at our booth at Vogue Knitting Live, 
on January 12, 13 & 14 at the Marriot Marquis Hotel in Times Square. A Cricket 
rigid heddle and Structo loom were warped and ready for visitors to try their 
hands at weaving. The group collected 75 names to add to our mailing list and 
hope to see some of the knitters we met at future guild meetings. Thanks to Carie 
Kramer, Tina Bliss, Gail Gondek, Carol Steuer, Mary Nichols, and Kate Banner for 
demonstrating and answering questions. Special thanks to Linda Sax, VKL 
coordinator and Ann Barry, Publicity Chairperson, for their leadership and 
enthusiasm in organizing the event. It was a huge success! 
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CALL FOR ENTRIES 

HGA’s Small Expressions Exhibit 

Small Expressions is an annual, international, juried 
exhibit sponsored by the Handweavers Guild of 
America, Inc. (HGA) to showcase contemporary small-
scale works created using fiber techniques in any media, 
not to exceed 15 inches (38 cm) in any direction 
including mounting, framing, or display devices. Juried 
by Virginia Vogel, a Professor at Art at the University of 
Reno Nevada, the exhibit will be held July 1-15, 2018 at 
the Wilbur D. May Museum in Reno, Nevada. The 
deadline for entries is January 29, 2018. Entry fees are 
$32 for HGA Members and $47 for Non-Members. 
Students attending an accredited educational institution 
may enter with no fee. For more information visit the 
HGA website. 

JOCKEY HOLLOW WEAVERS WORKSHOP 
OPPORTUNITY 

New Millennium Fibers  
Weaving workshop with Heather Winslow  

May 3,4,5, 2018 from 10am to 5pm. 

Jockey Hollow Weavers Guild, Grace Lutheran Church, 
65 E Main St, Mendham, NJ.  

You are also invited to join us at our May meeting May 
2, 2018, from 7 to 8:30pm to meet Heather Winslow 
and hear her presentation.  

What’s a New Millennium Fiber??? What on earth is 
Lyocell? Why would anyone combine cotton, silk, or 
merino wool with stainless steel or copper into a yarn? 
Aren’t pineapples and soy beans for eating and bamboo 
for building? What does a combination of silk and ramie 

feel like? How does one deal with Lycra? What is 
seacell, and how do you use crepe and paper yarns? 

Learn the answers to all these questions during this 
Round Robin class using new millennium fibers. Each 
person will receive a warp and set up a loom with a 
different yarn and structure, and then weave samples 
on their own and all the other looms. These Millennium 
fibers are often quite expensive. A round robin is a cost-
efficient way to experience all these new textures. Skill 
level: Advanced Beginner to Advanced; must be able to 
read a draft and work at 24 epi. 

Estimated cost: $175- $240 depending on number of 
participants. Happy New Year! the non- member fee is 
waived for this workshop. While there are still slots 
available, we have opened it up to other guilds, so 
reserve your spot soon. A $50 non-refundable fee is 
required. Send to: Eileen Scally, 21 Kevin Dr., Flanders, 
NJ 07835.  EGMScally@gmail.com 

TASTE AND TEXTILE TOURS TO ITALY 

Sapori e Saperi Adventures specialize in the flavors and 
knowledge of Italian artisans. The travel company offers 
tours that focus on Dyeing with Woad, Handweaving 
and Spinning, Silk dyeing, Basketweaving, Papermaking, 
Dyeing with Wine Mordant, and Sea Silk in Sardinia, 
which explores weavers who harvest and weave byssus 
or sea silk, the dark brown beard of the giant mollusc 
Pinna nobilis. The tours are mostly a week long and 
begin May 12, one tour per topic per year, through 
October 2, 2019. Please visit the website at  
http://www.sapori-e-saperi.com/small-group-
tours.html for detailed itinerary. 
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NEW YARN RETAILERS  
IN GREATER NEW YORK 

We are excited to report the opening of THREE new 
yarn retailers in New York, both were discovered during 
our attendance at Vogue Knitting Live. Please drop in 
for a visit, and be sure to mention that you are a weaver 
and member of the New York Guild of Handweavers. 

 
 
Yarn Culture 
1387 Fairport Road Suite 885 
Fairport, NY 14450  
585.678.4894  
https://www.yarnculture.com 
 
Woolyn 
105 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
718.522.5820  
https://www.woolyn.com 
 
Argyle Yarn Shop  
288 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215  
347-227-7799 
http://www.shop.argyleyarnshop.com 
 
 
CLASSIFIEDS 
 

FREE-Complete and functional antique Union 36 loom.  
It is available for FREE to anyone willing to come and get 
it. I also have many extras to go with it...shuttles, rags, 
etc. Please contact Bill Durkot,720 Glenwood Rd, 
Binghamton, NY 13905  Telephone: 607-797-7292 

 

GAIL'S SALE- When I first began weaving, I took one 
workshop after another. I didn't concern myself with 
finishing the workshop warps, so when it came time to 
warp up a loom for a new workshop, instead of weaving 
off the previous warp, so that I could free my loom, I 
simply bought another loom. I reasoned that I could 
always sell the extra looms. That logic has left me 
overwhelmed with looms! The new year has inspired 
me to do some housecleaning, I invite you to read my 
listings and see if any of these looms suit your needs. 
Thanks! 

 

Schacht Table Loom - Beautiful rock maple wood loom 
is newly cleaned and in excellent working condition, just 
add your own yarn and creativity. 8 harness, 20” 
weaving width, 400 twisted wire heddles, nice for fine 
threads. I wove some very nice 20/2 cotton dish towels 
on this loom.  Front mounted levers, make this loom 
very comfortable to use. Reed is 12 dents per inch. No 
rust on reed. Loom has tie on rods, no apron needed. 
Loom is  26“ wide, 26 “ deep and 19“ tall. Weighs 25 
pounds. Price- $600. firm. Please email Gail at 
msthimble@aol.com or call 212-956-3946 after 7PM 

 

Dorothy Le Clerc Folding Table Loom- Newly cleaned 
rock maple loom is in good working condition. 4 harness 
table loom, 15 3/4” weaving width, 400 flat steel 
heddles, all heddles are facing the same direction, no 
crossed heddles, ready to weave. No rust on reed. Loom 
has tie on rods, no apron is needed. Comes with lease 
sticks. Loom is 20 1/4“ wide, 20 1/2“ deep and 17 1/4“ 
tall. Folded measurement is 20 1/4“ x 28 1/2 “ x 9 1/2“. 
Loom weighs 16 pounds. Price- $350. firm. Please email 
Gail at msthimble@aol.com or call 212- 956-3946 after 
7PM 

 
Dorothy Le Clerc Folding Table Loom- Newly cleaned 
rock maple loom is in good working condition. 4 harness 
table loom, 15 3/4” weaving width, twisted wire 
heddles. No rust on reed. Apron is old, but clean, no 
stains. Plastic lever handles are new. Wood is clean, but 
there are scrapes and dents from use. This is the loom I 
took to FIT on a luggage rack! Comes with lease sticks. 
Loom is  20 1/4“ wide, 20 1/2“ deep, and  17 1/4“ tall. 
Folded measurement is 20 1/4“ x 28 1/2“ x 9 1/2“. 
Loom weighs 16 pounds. Price- $300. firm. Please email 
Gail at msthimble@aol.com or call 212- 956-3946 after 
7PM



 

 

UPCOMING GUILD CALENDAR 

Feb 24, 2018 
Textile Detective: Antique American Textiles 

Tom Knisely 

Mar 24, 2018 
Hands-On Workshop: Plain Weave isn’t Plain 
Anymore 

Gail Gondek 

April 28, 2018 
Dimensional Double Cloth 
Anatasia Azure 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
https://www.facebook.com/The-New-York-Guild-of-
Handweavers-111455605593162/ 

https://www.instagram.com/NY_GUILD_OF_HANDWE
AVERS/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/nyhandweavers/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG7Bzh2BR34M
waW8enHEkGg 

http://www.ravelry.com/groups/new-york-guild-of-
handweavers 

https://weavolution.com/group/new-york-guild-
handweavers 

OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS  
& COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
General info: info@nyhandweavers.org 

President: Carol Steuer  
president@nyhandweavers.org 

Vice President: Darby Downey 
vp@nyhandweavers.org 

Secretary: Donna Propp 
secretary@nyhandweavers.org 

Treasurer: Tina Bliss 
treasurer@nyhandweavers.org 

Newsletter Editor: Gail Gondek 
editor@nyhandweavers.org 

Membership: Terry Henley 
membership@nyhandweavers.org 

Programs: Carie Kramer 
programs@nyhandweavers.org 

Publicity: Ann Barry 
publicity@nyhandweavers.org 

Librarian: Carie Kramer 
librarian@nyhandweavers.org 

Web Master: Tina Bliss 
webmaster@nyhandweavers.org 

Contact any of the above, and more, via the contact 
page on our website: 
http://nyhandweavers.org/contact 

 

 

NEED SUPPLIES? 
 

Remember to sign up for Halcyon 
Yarn’s Guild Rewards so our group 

gets 5% of every purchase. 
 

https://halcyonyarn.com/guild/ 


