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The 75
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

September 27, 2014    Noon to 3PM 
 

 
 

We will celebrate our 75th Anniversary with a day of experimentation, learning, 

remembering and fel lowship.  Join us at this hands-on opportunity to wea ve on a wide 

variety of looms : a reproduction paddle tape loom,  a rigid heddle,  an inkle loom, a tinkle 

loom,  a card weaving loom,  an 8 harness table loom with overhead beater,  a kumihimo 

stand, a Mirrix tapestry loom and a rare Hand Skill loom  — the loom that you can drive;   

that uses a steering wheel mechanism to change the sheds — wil l all be warped for 

members to try.  Don’t miss this. It is going to be a great day!  

Our Librarian, Carie  Kramer, will provide a selection of materials from our archives, 

so that we can revisit our rich history.  We will also have  a catered buffet to add to the fun.             

Bring some photos of yourself at your loom, and share your favorite stories of gui ld events 

with the group.    You can read more about the Guild’s history on our webpage at 

http://www.nyhandweavers.org/history.htm                                                               - Gail Gondek 

http://www.nyhandweavers.org/
mailto:info@nyhandweavers.org
http://www.nyhandweavers.org/history.htm


WELCOME TO THE NEW 
SEASON 

 

Hopefully,  everyone had a great summer 

full of wonderful weaving activities.  

Now it is time to focus on the new Guild 

season again.  We have a wonderful list of 

programs ahead of us, with famous and 

not so famous speakers and lots of 

weaving fun.  Loomapalooza is just the 

beginning!  We will find out about rep 

weave, about backstrap weaving, and 

much more.  So come on out and join the 

party!  

 

 
 

 

MUSEUMS & EXHIBITIONS  

 

Paper City Studios  

80 Race Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 

413-330-4505 

http://papercitystudios.wordpress.com/ 

Saturdays 1:00-4:00 pm, or by appointment. 

 

Currently going on in the gallery is an 

exhibit called Texture and Substance: 

Contemporary Fiber Art.  Among others, 

work by fellow member Betty Vera is 

included.  The viewing period has been 

extended through Col umbus Day.  For 

further access information contact the 

gallery at the above phone number or by 

email to nksachs@gmail.com or 

Timnatarr@gmail.com.             ɬ Betty Vera 

 

MAD Museum  

2 Columbus Circle, NYC 10019 

212-299-7777   www.madmuseum.org  

Tuesday-Sunday  10:00 am – 6:00 pm 

Thursday-Friday  10:00 am – 9:00 pm 

Closed Mondays and major holidays  

 

Still ongoing is the NYC Makers: The MAD 

Biennial.  Spotlighting creative 

communities from across the five 

boroughs, the exhibition shows work in 

many media, including fiber.  The aim of 

the newly inaugurated biennial according 

to the museum’s website is “exemplifying 

the Museum’s ongoing commitment to 

craftsmanship across all creative fields, 

the exhibition serves as a platform not 

only for makers who typically display 

their work in a museum setting, but also 

those who operate behind the scenes.” 

 

FIT Mu seum  

7th Avenue at 27th Street, NYC  10001 

212-217-4300  

http://www.fitnyc.edu/museum.asp  

Tuesday-Friday  noon - 8:00 pm 

Saturday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Closed Sundays, Mondays, and legal 

holidays  

 

Dance & Fashion is an exhibition of 

costumes designed specifically for use in 

dance performances.  They have been 

designed by dancers, artists, theatrical 

costume designers, as well as fashion 

designers.  The exhibition will be on view 

through January 3, 2015. 

 

Al so still on view through November 15, 

2014 is Exposed: a history of lingerie. 

http://papercitystudios.wordpress.com/
mailto:nksachs@gmail.com
mailto:Timnatarr@gmail.com
http://www.madmuseum.org/
http://www.fitnyc.edu/museum.asp


Metropolitan  Museum of Art  

1000 Fifth Avenue, NYC 10028 

212-535-7710  

http://www.metmuseum.org/  

 

Kimono: a modern history.  Inspired by the 

research and publications of the late Terry 

Satsuki Milhaupt, who specialized in the 

history of Japanese textiles, and 

coinciding with the publication of her 

book Kimono: a modern history (Reaktion 

Books) this exhibition will present a 

range of garments from sumptuous robes 

custom-made for wealthy patrons to 

every-day kimono worn by the general 

public.  The exhibition is located in the 

Arts of Japan Galleries 225-231.  An 

extensive program of related events will 

also be presented. 

 

Grand Design: Pieter Coecke van Aelst and 

renaissance tapestry.   

 

 
 

This is an international loan exhibition of 

grand tapestries designed by the 

renaissance master Pieter Coecke van 

Aelst (1502-1550), and woven in the great 

workshops of Brussels.  The exhibit runs 

through January 11, 2015 in Gallery 899, 

and is complemented by the installation 

Examining Opulence: a set of renaissance 

tapestry cushions, which will run through 

January 18, 2015 in Gallery 599. 

 

 

American Textile History Museum  

491 Dutton Street, Lowell, MA 01854 

978-441-0400       www.athm.org  

Wednesday-Sunday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 

Fiberart International 2013 is the 21st in a 

series of triennial jurie d exhibitions 

sponsored by the Fiberarts Guild of 

Pittsburgh, Inc.   

 

 
 

 

EVENTS 
 

MAD Museum organizes several 

members day trip s.  One of them, 

involving behind -the-scenes visits to 

studios of artists featured in the 

museum’s biennial (see above).  Another 

trip will go up to the Hudson valley and 

will include visits to Dia: Beacon and 

MANITOGA: Th e Russel Wright Design 

Center.  Registration forms are online at 

http://madmuseum.org/sites/default/files/

2014/08/Registration.pdf 

Members pay a reduced fee.  Information 

http://www.metmuseum.org/
http://www.athm.org/
http://madmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2014/08/Registration.pdf
http://madmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2014/08/Registration.pdf


about membership can be found on the 

Museum website at 

http://thestore.madmuseum.org/collectio

ns/mad-membership 

 

Interested in improving your art and craft 

business?  The Arts Business Institute 

(ABI) is offering Art + Business NYC: a 

workshop for artists and craftspeople on 

September 27-28, 2014.  The workshop 

takes place at A.R.T./New York, 520 

Eighth Avenue, Third floor.  More 

information can be found on their website 

at 

http://www.artsbusinessinstitute.org/new

-york -city/  

 

NYS Sheep and Wool Festival.  This annual 

event takes place October 18 and 19, 2014 

at the Dutchess County Fairgrounds in 

Rhinebeck, NY.  Opening hours are 

Saturday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, and Sunday 

10:00 am – 5:00 pm.  Further information, 

including single -day ticket and weekend 

pass advance sales are available online at 

http://w ww.sheepandwool.com/general -

information/index.asp  

 

 
 

Somewhat closer to home is the annual 

Kings County Fiber Festival, which takes 

place on Saturday, October 11, 10:00 am – 

6:00 pm.  The location is Old Stone House 

and Washington Park, Brooklyn, NY.  For  

full information check out the website at 

http://www.kingscountyfiberfestival.org/  

 

 

SPRING 2014 SHOW AND TELL 

 

On April 26 we had our last Guild 

meeting of the 2013-14 season, and the 

program consisted of our annual Show-

and-Tell.  The event was a great success 

with a good attendance and lots of 

wonderful weavings  in a great variety of 

techniques, colors, and shapes to admire.   

 

   
 

At the suggestion of our President, Gail 

Gondek, who unfortunately could not be 

present herself, several of us brought 

some of our earliest weavings alongside 

our more current work to show the 

progress we made. 

 

   
 

There were bright colors and 

monochrome pieces, 

 

   

http://thestore.madmuseum.org/collections/mad-membership
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http://www.artsbusinessinstitute.org/new-york-city/
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sturdy  reps as well as fragile-looking 

gauzes. 

     
 

Above all there was a lot of inspiration  to 

be found, and a lot of fun to be had.  

Keep up the good work all!  

 

 

HOW WAS YOUR SUMMER? 

 

Hopefully, everyone had a great summer 

filled with wonderful weaving and 

textile-related activities.  We’d love to 

hear more.  Just to kick things off, let me 

tell you about my summer.  

 

We (that’s hubby-dearest and I) went on 

vacation to Scotland this year. We went in 

late June to make the most of the mid-

summer light.  Though every part of it 

was astonishing, the highlight for me was, 

of course, our way too short visit to the 

Isle of Harris and Lewis of Harris Tweed 

fame.   

 

Although time did not allow for extensive 

visits to weavers and mills, weaving is 

everywhere if you look  carefully.  On 

Lewis I visited Breanish Tweed, a studio 

and gallery that specializes in a 

lightweight luxury tweed that includes a 

certain percentage of cashmere (I brought 

a few small cones home).  That same day 

we also visited Gearrannan, a 

painstakingl y restored crofting village of 

thatched blackhouses where I came 

across a wonderful loom and bobbin 

winder  

   
The next day we toured Harris, where we 

visited a number of smaller galleries and 

stores, including one that had set up a 

lovely little “museum” showing the 

traditional tweed weaving process.  We 

also, of course, visited Tarbert where the 

main Harris Tweed Isle of Harris Shop 

and Warehouse is located.  It was 

predictably a much more touristy, and 

frankly much less interesting place, but I 

was able to pick up some more yarn there, 

most of which I have  already woven up 

on my rigid heddle loom!  

 

A few weeks later, I went to Providence, 

RI to (among other things) attend this 

year’s HGA Convergence, but more about 

that below.                                ɬ Ria Koopmans 

 

 

2014 HGA CONVERGENCE 

 

Last July 14-19 the bi-annual HGA 

Convergence made a rare appearance in 

our very own north -eastern corner of the 

country, in Providence, RI to be specific.  

Hopefully many of us were able to attend 

at least part of the event.  I was only able 

http://www.harristweedisleofharris.co.uk/
http://www.harristweedisleofharris.co.uk/


to attend one of the days.  It was an 

intense day because I tried to squeeze in 

as much as humanly possible, and then 

some.  Before the Convergence doors 

opened, I had time to visit  the University 

of Rhode Island Feinstein Providence 

Campus, where no less than three 

di fferent fiber exhibitions were going on.  

The American Tapestry Alliance’s 

Untitled/Unjuried: Small Format Tapestry 

2014 exhibit and TWINE 2014, a juried 

exhibit of works by members of Tapestry 

Weavers in New England, took up the 

hallways over several floors, with a mix 

of works ranging from so -so to amazing.   

 

   
 

The third exhibit Weaving Providence 

Together was located in the college library, 

and consisted of fiber works by the 

weavers, spinners, and dyers of the 

Octagon House.  The display took up all 

the front windows of the building, and 

drew a lot of attention from passers-by. 

 

 
 

Then it was on to the Convention Center 

for the actual Convergence.  On display 

in the lobby was Ebb and Flow: Yardage.  

Here is the contribution of Marcia Weiss, 

one of the price-winning pieces.  

 

 
 

There were several other exhibitions, but 

photography was not allowed in the 

exhibit hall, so I can’t share pictures with 

you.  Finally, before my spindle spinning 

workshop started I had time left to 

explore the vendor hall , weavers’ heaven! 

 

 
- Ria Koopmans 

 
 

COLOR 
 

Chip It! By Sherwin Williams .  This paint 

color selector could help weavers select 

palettes as well.  It did a good job of f o-

cusing on Mr. Ari Silver and his felt 

ball.  You have to tinker with the display 

to get the second set of five colors.  I 

didn’t know the right column was there 

http://www.sherwin-williams.com/homeowners/color/color-selection-tools/chip-it/


till I copie d the image and pasted it here. 

 
Though the site prods you to create an 

account, it isn’t necessary.  ɬ Pamela Pataky 

 
 
 

ANOTHER LOCAL GUILD  

 

New York City now has one more 

weaving guild.  This one is in Brooklyn.  

They call themselves The Brooklyn 

Weaver’s Guild (BWG), and the guild is 

organized by, and housed at the Weaving 

Hand.  According to their website they 

“welcome creative individuals who are 

passionate about weaving and textile arts.”  

They charge a whopping monthly fee of 

$19.95!  We wish them well. 

 

The Brooklyn Weaver’s Guild 

47 Hall Street, Section E#1, 2nd Floor 

Brooklyn, NY 11205 

718-855-5666 

http://weavinghand.org/brooklyn -

weavers-guild/  

 
 
COLLEGE-BOUND 

 

We have graduated to College! 

This last spring Darby Downey and Terry 

Henley once again taught an introduction 

to weaving course to the tenth graders at 

the High School of Fashion Industry in 

Manhattan.  This is the third year for us 

and they say they want us back again for 

next spring. 

 

During this stint we met a new teacher 

there by the name of Iona Cisse.  Ms. Cis-

se very kindly let us set up our seventeen 

looms in her classroom for the five week 

period for the classes.  She was very ac-

commodating with the space in the room 

and her personal help.  She also men-

tioned that she taught a course called 

“Textiles for Fashion and Home” at a col-

lege here in Manhattan and wondered if 

we would be able to do the same for her 

students there.  We agreed.  So one Sat-

urday we packed everything up and 

moved mid -town.  

 

The students were, of course, quite dif-

ferent from high school pupils. They were 

much more serious and more determined 

to learn.  As these were marketing majors 

we stressed that they needed to know the 

types of textiles for the folks they will be 

selling to.  They perked up when  we 

pointed out this important fact.   We 

showed them the difference between 

plain weave and twill as well as showing 

them some fancier weaves.  Everyone had 

a chance to try their hand at the loom.  

Ms. Cisse felt it was a great success and 

she even used a simple test we developed 

to see if they grasped the material.  

 

Nothing assured but this may be a grow-

ing thing for us, spreading the gospel of 

weaving .             -Terry Henley and Darby Downey 

 

 

http://weavinghand.org/brooklyn-weavers-guild/
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EARLY HOLIDAY THOUGHTS  
 

Some information remains relevant long 

past the original writing.  The following 

Weavezine blog post is an example: 

 

Top Ten Reasons to Weave Your Holiday 

Gifts 
Submitted by Syne Mitchell on November 23, 

2009 

 

In addition to the whole “avoiding 

holiday tra ffic and crowds” thing, there 

are a lot of compelling reasons to weave 

your holiday gifts this year.  

 

10. Faster than knitting 

Nuff said.  

 

9.  Can be mailed without packing 

materials 

Woven items are packing materials.  Save 

the planet from Styrofoam peanut s by 

shipping fabric instead.  

 

8.  Makes buying yarn downright selfless  

 

7.  Ditto loom upgrades 

“Oh this second back beam?  I needed 

that for the piqué bathmat I’m weaving 

for Cousin Edgar.” 

 

6.  Justifies extra time at the loom 

And during a stressful par t of the year 

when a little extra weaving time can be a 

balm for the soul. 

 

 

5.  Gets you out of unwanted holiday 

events 

“Gosh, Aunt Maggie, I’d love to come to 

your “It’s a Poodle Christmas” party, but 

I’ve got a lot of presents to finish up.  So 

sorry.” 

 

4.  Uses up stash that isn’t exactly your 

taste 

Inexplicably ended up with 19 skeins of 

hot-pink eyelash yarn after last year’s 

Mother’s Day sale at your LYS?  Surely 

there is a girl under the age of ten 

somewhere on your gift list.  

 

3.  Makes room in your stash for any yarn 

you might receive as gifts 

(My husband contributed this one.  I live 

in hope.) 

 
 

2.  It’s automatically: free trade, locally 

made, sustainable, artisan crafted 

And heck, you can even use organic 

yarns if you like.  Granola goodness at a 

fraction of the price.  

 

1.  When you weave, you put a bit of 

yourself into the work  

Your design sensibility, your touch, your 

wishes for the recipient.  There’s nothing 

you could buy at a store that would 

contain this much love and 

thoughtfulness.  

 

Do you weave or otherwise craft your 

holiday gifts?  If so, what are your 

reasons?                                     - Gail Gondek 



NEW MEMBERS 

 

Recently two new members joined our 

Guild:  

 

Marlon Moskowitz  

156 Chambers Street, #6 

New York, NY 10007 

646-613-8443 / 917-584-4708 

marmoskowitz@aol.com 

 

Barbara Pickel 

12 Kitchel Road 

Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

914-666-0349 / 914-260-9080 

BLPickel@gmail.com 

 

Welcome Marlon and Barbara!  We look 

forward to meeting you both.  

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
REMINDER  

 

This is just a friendly reminder.  If you 

have not gotten around to renewing your 

membership, please take a moment to do 

so.  The Guild would hate to lose you. 

 

 

MARKETPLACE 

 

For Sale:  

SCHACHT MIGHTY WOLF LOOM  

Gently used, 4-harness, 36" width, 

includes bench 

Asking $750 (They list for over $2000) 

Offered by Judy Kapner, who is located 

in downtown Manhattan. Pickup only.  

Email Judy at kamitotes@gmail.com  

 

For Sale: 

GLIMAKRA 39” COUNTERMARCH 

FLOOR LOOM 

In excellent condition; comes with lots of 

accessories, including 3 reeds, skein 

winder, shuttles, warping board, weaving 

books, quality linen and wool yarns, etc.  

Will negotiate a very fair price (they list 

for $4,390.00) 

Offered by Gail Herman in Somers, NY 

(Northern Westchester). Contact Gail at 

914-494-9908, or by email at 

gailherman@optonline.net 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

This is an early call for volunteer drivers 

who would be willing to pick up Laverne 

Waddington, our March program speaker, 

who will need a ride from and to the 

airport (flight times and airport(s) to be 

determined).  She will arrive on March 27, 

2015, and leave town on March 29, 2015.  

If you can help welcome Laverne to New 

York, please email me at 

msthimble@aol.com or leave me a 

message at 212-956-3946.  Thank you. 

                                                       - Gail Gondek 

mailto:marmoskowitz@aol.com
mailto:BLPickel@gmail.com
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mailto:msthimble@aol.com


PROGRAM SCHEDULE  2014-2015 
 

September 27, 2014 —Loomapalooza— 

NYGH 75th Anniversary Celebration.  

 

October 25, 2014 — Show and Tell 

 

December 6, 2014 — Holiday P arty  

 

January 31, 2015 — Cathy Maguire, 

Textile Conservation and You 

 

February 28, 2015 — Tom Knisely, Rep 

Weave and Rugs 

 

March 28. 2015 — Laverne Waddington  

 

April 25, 2105 — NYGH Newsletter 

Editor  Ria Koopmans 

 

 
 

OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS & 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
 
General info : info@nyhandweavers.org 

Web Master:  webmas-

ter@nyhandweavers.org 

Membership: Tina Bliss, 718-816-8752, 

membership@nyhandweavers.org 

Librarian:  Carie Kramer, 212-533-5873, 

librarian@nyhandweavers.org 

President: Gail Gondek, 212‐956‐3946, 

Msthimble@aol.com 

president@nyhandweavers.org 

5ÐÊÌɪ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛȯɯSoraya Shah, 212-475-

4414, soraya@studiofournyc.com 

Secretary: Jonathan Miller, 212-663-0142, 

jonathanmil@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Carol Steuer, 646-575-0634, 

clsteuer@aol.com 

Programs:  Position currently vacant  

Publicity: Linda Sax, 914 ‐946‐6735, 

LindaJSax@aol.com 

MAFA Representative: Kathy Vermilye, 

973‐890‐0898, kathyverm@optonline.net 

Newsletter Distribution/Hospitality: Bea 

Aubrey, 516‐482‐6588, no email 

Newsletter Editor:  Ria Koopmans, 718-

581-0951, riakdb@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 

Closing date for the October  issue is 

October 13, 2014.  Please send your 

submissions to Ria Koopmans 
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